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Perhaps the oddest and most influential collaboration in the history of American modernism was hatched in
1926, when a young Virgil Thomson knocked on Gertrude Stein's door in Paris. Eight years later, their opera
Four Saints in Three Acts became a sensation--the longest-running opera in Broadway history to date and the
most widely reported cultural event of its time.
        Four Saints was proclaimed the birth of a new art form, a cellophane fantasy, "cubism on stage." It
swept the public imagination, inspiring new art and new language, and defied every convention of what an
opera should be. Everything about it was revolution-ary: Stein's abstract text and Thomson's homespun
music, the all-black cast, the costumes, and the com-bustible sets. Moving from the Wadsworth Atheneum to
Broadway, Four Saints was the first popular modernist production. It brought modernism, with all its
flamboyant outrage against convention, into the mainstream.
        This is the story of how that opera came to be. It involves artists, writers, musicians, salon hostesses,
and an underwear manufacturer with an appetite for publicity. The opera's success depended on a handful of
Harvard-trained men who shaped America's first museums of modern art. The elaborately intertwined lives
of the collaborators provide a window onto the pioneering generation that defined modern taste in America
in the 1920s and 1930s.
        A brilliant cultural historian with a talent for bringing the past to life, Steven Watson spent ten years
researching and writing this book, interviewing many of the collaborators and performers. Prepare for Saints
is the first book to describe this pivotal moment in American cultural history. It does so with a spirit and
irreverence worthy of its subject.

NOTE: This edition does not include photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Scott:

The knowledge that you get from Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming
of American Modernism is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Prepare for Saints:
Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American Modernism giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having that Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the
Mainstreaming of American Modernism instantly.

Cheryl Alexander:

Typically the book Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American
Modernism has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Jennifer Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the
Mainstreaming of American Modernism why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Charles Hopper:

The book untitled Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American
Modernism contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
written by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice learn.
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