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This exhaustive bibliographical reference will be the first stop for anyone looking for Calamity Jane in print,
film, or photograph—and wanting to know how reliable those sources may be. Richard W. Etulain,
renowned western-U.S. historian and the author of a recent biography of this charismatic figure, enumerates
and assesses the most valuable sources on Calamity Jane’s life and legend in newspapers, magazines,
journals, books, and movies, as well as historical and government archives.

Etulain begins with a brief biography of Martha Canary, aka Calamity Jane (1856–1903), then analyzes the
origins and growth of her legends. The sources, Etulain shows, reveal three versions of Calamity Jane. In the
most popular one, she was a Wild Woman of the Old West who helped push a roaring frontier through its
final stages. This is the Calamity Jane who fought Indians, marched with the military, and took on the bad
guys. Early in her life she also hoped to embody the pioneer woman, seeking marriage and a stable family
and home. A third, later version made of Calamity an angel of mercy who reached out to the poor and nursed
smallpox victims no one else would help.

The hyperbolic journalism of the Old West, as well as dime novels and the stretchers Calamity herself told in
her interviews and autobiography, shaped her legends through much of the twentieth century. Many of the
sensational early accounts of Calamity’s life, Etulain notes, were based on rumor and hearsay. In
illuminating the role of the Deadwood Dick dime novel series and other pulp fiction in shaping what we
know—or think we know—of the American West, Etulain underscores one of his fascinating themes: the
power of popular culture.

The product of twenty years’ labor sifting fact from falsehood or distortion, this bibliography and reader’s
guide includes brief discussions of nearly every item’s contents, along with a terse, entertaining evaluation of
its reliability.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Barks:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Calamity
Jane: A Reader's Guide? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Robbie Lewis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Jonathan Leake:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Calamity Jane: A Reader's
Guide that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you may pick Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide become your personal starter.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide can be your answer because it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.
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