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This book delineates the attempt, carried out by the Congregations of the Inquisition and the Index during the
sixteenth and early seventeenth century, to purge various devotional textsin the Italian vernacular of
heterodox beliefs and superstitious elements, while imposing arigid uniformity in liturgical and devotional
practices. Thefirst part of the book is focused on Rome's anxious activity toward the infiltration of Protestant
ideas in vernacular treatises on prayer meant for mass consumption. It next explores how, only in the second
half of the sixteenth century, once Rome's main preoccupation toward Protestant expansion had subsided, the
Church could begin thinking about a move from arejection of any consideration of the merits of interior
prayer to arecovery and acceptance of mental prayer. The final section is dedicated to the primary objective
of the Church's actions in purging superstitious practices which was not simply the renewal of the spiritual
life of the faithful, but also the control of the religious and social life of many faithful who were uneducated.
Based on a careful examination of the archival records of the two Roman dicasteri in question, many of
which have only been accessible to scholars since 1998, as well as a close reading of the many of suspect
devotional texts themselves, this book offers a fascinating contribution towards a fuller appreciation of the
complex landscape that characterized the spiritual realities of early modern Italy.
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From reader reviews:
Percy Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devational Literaturein
Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). Try to make book Forbidden Prayer: Church
Censorship and Devotional Literature in Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) as your good
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you alot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So, let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Will Cathcart:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen within you if you take Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devotional
Literature in Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) as the daily resource information.

Myrtle Brown:

The actual book Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devotional Literature in Renaissance Italy
(Cathalic Christendom, 1300-1700) has alot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning
this book.

Scott Manuel:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of thistime you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devotiona Literaturein
Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.
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