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In 1988 the University of Arkansas Press published Billy Collins's The Apple That Astonished Paris, his
“first real book of poems,” as he describesit in anew, delightful preface written expressly for this new
printing to help celebrate both the Press's twenty-fifth anniversary and this book, one of the Press' s all-time
best sellers. In hisusual witty and dry style, Collins writes, “1 gathered together what | considered my best
poems and threw them in the mail.” After “what seemed like avery long time” Press director Miller
Williams, a poet as well, returned the poems to him in the “familiar self-addressed, stamped envelope.” He
told Collins that there was good work here but that there was work to be done before he'd have areal
collection he and the Press could be proud of: “Williams' s words were more encouragement than | had ever
gotten before and more than enough to inspire me to begin taking my writing more seriously than | had
before.” This collection includes some of Collins's most anthol ogized poems, including “Introduction to
Poetry,” “Another Reason Why | Don’t Keep a Gun in the House,” and “ Advice to Writers.” Its success over
the yearsis testament to Collins stalent as one of our best poets, and as he writes in the preface, “this new
edition . . . isacredit to the sustained vibrancy of the University of Arkansas Press and, | suspect, to the
abiding spirit of its former director, my first editoria father.”
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From reader reviews:
Alex Thayer:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the e-book untitled The Apple That Astonished Paris. Poems can be good book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Bruce Alexander :

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Apple That Astonished Paris:
Poems that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied ssmply by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for al of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you may pick The Apple That Astonished Paris. Poems become your starter.

Michael Sweet:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. The Apple That Astonished Paris. Poems can be your answer asit can be read by anyone
who have those short free time problems.

Samantha Green:

Reading a book to get new life stylein thisyr; every people lovesto learn abook. When you study a book
you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Apple That Astonished Paris: Poems provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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