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The Gay Archipelago is the first book-length exploration of the lives of gay men in Indonesia, the world's
fourth most populous nation and home to more Muslims than any other country. Based on a range of field
methods, it explores how Indonesian gay and lesbian identities are shaped by nationalism and globalization.
Yet the case of gay and lesbian Indonesians also compels us to ask more fundamental questions about how
we decide when two things are "the same" or "different." The book thus examines the possibilities of an
"archipelagic" perspective on sameness and difference.

Tom Boellstorff examines the history of homosexuality in Indonesia, and then turns to how gay and lesbian
identities are lived in everyday Indonesian life, from questions of love, desire, and romance to the places
where gay men and lesbian women meet. He also explores the roles of mass media, the state, and marriage in
gay and lesbian identities.

The Gay Archipelago is unusual in taking the whole nation-state of Indonesia as its subject, rather than the
ethnic groups usually studied by anthropologists. It is by looking at the nation in cultural terms, not just
political terms, that identities like those of gay and lesbian Indonesians become visible and understandable.
In doing so, this book addresses questions of sexuality, mass media, nationalism, and modernity with
implications throughout Southeast Asia and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Hawkes:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Jack Alexandre:

The particular book The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in
Indonesia is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Todd Goff:

Beside this particular The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book
in addition to read it from currently!

Rubin Bourne:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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