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Why has the United States assumed so extensive and costly arolein world affairs over the last hundred
years? The two most common answers to this question are "because it could” and "because it had to."

Neither answer will do, according to this challenging re-assessment of the way that America came to assume
its global role. The country's vast economic resources gave it the capacity to exercise great influence abroad,
but Americans were long reluctant to meet the costs of wielding that power. Neither the country's safety from
foreign attack nor its economic well-being required the achievement of ambitious foreign policy objectives.

In A Sense of Power, John A. Thompson takes along view of America's dramatic rise as aworld power,
from the late nineteenth century into the post—World War 11 era. How, and more importantly why, has
America come to play such adominant role in world affairs? There is, he argues, no simple answer.
Thompson challenges conventional explanations of Americas involvement in World War | and World War
11, seeing neither the requirements of national security nor economic interests as determining. He shows how
American leaders from Wilson to Truman developed an ever more capacious understanding of the national
interest, and why by the 1940s most Americans came to support the price tag, in blood and treasure, attached
to strenuous efforts to shape the world. The beliefs and emotions that led them to do so reflected distinctive
aspects of U.S. culture, not least the strength of ties to Europe. Consciousness of the nation’ s unigque power
fostered feelings of responsibility, entitlement, and aspiration among the people and leaders of the United
States.

This original analysis challenges some widely held beliefs about the determinants of United States foreign
policy and will bring new insight to contemporary debates about whether the nation shoul d—or must—play
so active apart in world politics.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Coffman:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's World Role book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer regarding A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's World Role content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
by means of it. So, do you even now thinking A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's World Role is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ronald Ybarra:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now istaking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's World Role
as your daily resource information.

Mike Hodges:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is apair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's World Role was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about
abook, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get
book that you simply wanted.

Michelle Garrett:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's World Role we can take more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book A Sense of Power: The
Roots of America's World Role. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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