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Reveals the role played by political and economic elites in the privileging of civilian commercial nuclear
energy over other options, such as solar, in the United States after 1945.

What set the United States on the path to developing commercial nuclear energy in the 1950s, and what led
to the seeming demise of that industry in the late 1970s? Why, in spite of the depletion of fossil fuels and the
obvious dangers of global warming, has the United States moved so slowly toward adopting alternatives? In
Energy and Empire, George A. Gonzalez presents a clear and concise argument demonstrating that economic
elites tied their advocacy of the nuclear energy option to post-1945 American foreign policy goals. At the
same time, these elites opposed government support for other forms of energy, such as solar, that cannot be
dominated by one nation. While researchers have blamed safety concerns and other factors as helping to
arrest the expansion of domestic nuclear power plant construction, Gonzalez points to an entirely different
set of motivations stemming from the loss of America’s domination/control of the enrichment of nuclear
fuel. Once foreign countries could enrich their own fuel, civilian nuclear power ceased to be a lever the
United States could use to economically/politically dominate other nations. Instead, it became a major
concern relating to nuclear weapons proliferation.

George A. Gonzalez is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Miami. His books
include Urban Sprawl, Global Warming, and the Empire of Capital; The Politics of Air Pollution: Urban
Growth, Ecological Modernization, and Symbolic Inclusion; and Flashpoints in Environmental
Policymaking: Controversies in Achieving Sustainability (coedited with Sheldon Kamieniecki and Robert O.
Vos), all published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Edwards:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the
United States. Try to make book Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the United
States as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Jolie Browne:

This Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the United States are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Energy and Empire: The Politics of
Nuclear and Solar Power in the United States can be among the great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in
the United States forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lynn Jordan:

The book untitled Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the United States contain
a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice examine.

Daphne Jones:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the
United States was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you



wanted.
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