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Challenging the prevailing belief that Mark Twain’s position on religion hovered somewhere between
skepticism and outright heresy, Lawrence Berkove and Joseph Csicsila marshal biographical details of
Twain’s life alongside close readings of his work to explore the religious faith of America’s most beloved
writer and humorist. They conclude not only that religion was an important factor in Twain’s life but also
that the popular conception of Twain as agnostic, atheist, or apostate is simply wrong.  

Heretical Fictions is the first full-length study to assess the importance of Twain’s heretical Calvinism as the
foundation of his major works, bringing to light important thematic ties that connect the author’s early work
to his high period and from there to his late work. Berkove and Csicsila set forth the main elements of
Twain’s “countertheological” interpretation of Calvinism and analyze in detail the way it shapes five of his
major books—Roughing It, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur's Court, and No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger—as well as some of his major short
stories. The result is a ground-breaking and unconventional portrait of a seminal figure in American letters.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Barnes:

This book untitled Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Louis Gayman:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain.

Clifford Roselli:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain.

Royce Woods:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us
to around the world. By book Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain. You can more appealing than now.
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