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A Mesoamerican travel book from two per spectives and two centuries.

In 1839 John Lloyd Stephens, then 31 years old, and his traveling companion, artist Frederick Catherwood,
disappeared into the vast rain forest of eastern Guatemala. They had heard rumors that remains of a
civilization of incomparable artistic and cultural merit were moldering in the steamy lowland jungles. They
braved Indian uprisings, road agents, heat, and biting insects to eventually encounter what istoday known as
the lost civilization of the Maya.

In 1841 Stephens published Incidents of Travel in Central America, Chiapas, and Yucatan to instant acclaim
with both American and international audiences. His conversationa style was fresh and crisp and his subject
matter, the search for lost cities on the Central American isthmus, was romantic and adventurous. Stephens's
book has been characterized as the "great American nonfiction narrative of the 19th century.” Indeed, what
Stephens wrote about the Maya makes a major contribution to Maya studies.

Steve Glassman retraces Stephens's route, visiting the same archaeological sites, towns, markets, and
churches and meeting along the way the descendants of those people Stephens described, from mestizo en
route to the cornfields to town elders welcoming the Norte Americanos. Glassman's work interlaces
discussion of the history, natural environment, and architecture of the region with descriptions of the people
who live and work there. Glassman compares his 20th-century experience with Stephens's 19th-century
exploration, gazing in awe at the same monumental pyramids, eating similar foods, and avoiding the political
clashes that disrupt the governments and economies of the area.

Stephens's books are still widely available, but hisimportance to literary professionals has been overlooked.
With this new travelogue, Glassman reaffirms Stephens's reputation and brings his work to wider critical and
public attention.
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From reader reviews:
Bridget Carter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled On the Trail of the Maya Explorer: Tracing the Epic
Journey of John Lloyd Stephens (Alabama Fire Ant). Try to stumble through book On the Trail of the Maya
Explorer: Tracing the Epic Journey of John LIoyd Stephens (Alabama Fire Ant) as your pal. It meansthat it
can for being your friend when you really feel aone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you alot more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Jones:

Within other case, little folks like to read book On the Trail of the Maya Explorer: Tracing the Epic Journey
of John Lloyd Stephens (Alabama Fire Ant). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Aslong as we know about how is important the book On the Trail of the Maya Explorer: Tracing the Epic
Journey of John Lloyd Stephens (Alabama Fire Ant). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you fedl weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Michad Jones:

The reason why? Because this On the Trail of the Maya Explorer: Tracing the Epic Journey of John Lloyd
Stephens (Alabama Fire Ant) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will distress you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book have
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jason Ayers.

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
ideawhen they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book On the Trail of the Maya
Explorer: Tracing the Epic Journey of John Lloyd Stephens (Alabama Fire Ant) to make your reading is
interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through



especially. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the book
On the Trail of the Maya Explorer: Tracing the Epic Journey of John Lloyd Stephens (Alabama Fire Ant)
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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