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The underground has been a dominant image of modern life since the |ate eighteenth century. A site of crisis,
fascination, and hidden truth, the underground is a space at once more immediate and more threatening than
the ordinary world above. In Subterranean Cities, David L. Pike explores the representation of underground
space in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, a period during which technology and heavy industry
transformed urban life.The metropolis had long been considered a moral underworld of iniquity and
dissolution. Asthe complex drainage systems, underground railways, utility tunnels, and storage vaults of
the modern cityscape superseded the countryside of caverns and mines as the principal location of actual
subterranean spaces, ancient and modern converged in a mythic space that was nevertheless rooted in the
everyday life of the contemporary city. Writers and artists from Felix Nadar and Charles Baudelaire to
Charles Dickens and Alice Meynell, Gustave Doré and Victor Hugo, George Gissing and Emile Zola, and
Jules Verne and H. G. Wells integrated images of the urban underworld into their portrayals of the anatomy
of modern society. Illustrated with photographs, movie stills, prints, engravings, paintings, cartoons, maps,
and drawings of actual and imagined urban spaces, Subterranean Cities documents the emergence of anovel
space in the subterranean obsessions and anxieties within nineteenth-century urban culture. Chapters on the
subways, sewers, and cemeteries of Paris and London provide a detailed analysis of these competing centers
of urban modernity. A concluding chapter considers the enduring influence of these spaces on urban culture
at the turn of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:
MyraFlory:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Subterranean Cities: The World
Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to
missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come onitsreferred to as reading friends.

Deborah Mele:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Subterranean Cities. The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945 can be your
answer asit can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Steven Stockton:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and
London, 1800-1945 or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-
1945 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Elbert Gibson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath
Paris and London, 1800-1945.
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