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Heated debates are not unusual when confronting tough medical issues where it seems that moral and
religious perspectives often erupt in conflict with philosophical or political positions. In The Sanctity of
Human Life, Jewish theologian David Novak acknowledges that it is impossible not to take into account the
theological view of human life, but the challenge is how to present the religious perspective to nonreligious
people. In doing so, he shows that the two positions?the theological and the philosophical?aren't as far apart
as they may seem.

Novak digs deep into Jewish scripture and tradition to find guidance for assessing three contemporary
controversies in medicine and public policy: the use of embryos to derive stem cells for research, socialized
medicine, and physician-assisted suicide. Beginning with thinkers like Plato, Aristotle, Kant, and Nietsche,
and drawing on great Jewish figures in history?Maimonides, Rashi, and various commentators on the Torah
(written law) and the Mishnah (oral law)?Novak speaks brilliantly to these modern moral dilemmas.

The Sanctity of Human Life weaves a rich and sophisticated tapestry of evidence to conclude that the Jewish
understanding of the human being as sacred, as the image of God, is in fact compatible with philosophical
claims about the rights of the human person?especially the right to life?and can be made intelligible to
secular culture. Thus, according to Novak, the use of stem cells from embryos is morally unacceptable; the
sanctity of the human person, and not capitalist or socialist approaches, should drive our understanding of
national health care; and physician-assisted suicide violates humankind's fundamental responsibility for
caring for one another.

Novak's erudite argument and rigorous scholarship will appeal to all scholars and students engaged in the
work of theology and bioethics.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Sanctity of Human Life. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Sanctity of Human
Life. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Michael Farrell:

This The Sanctity of Human Life tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this The Sanctity of Human Life can be one of the great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Sanctity of Human Life forcing you to have
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Stewart Ramirez:

This The Sanctity of Human Life is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Sanctity of Human Life
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Carmen Helton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Sanctity of Human Life.
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