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This book brings back into print, for the first time since the 1830s, a text that was central to the transatlantic
campaign to fully abolish slavery in Britain’s colonies. James Williams, an eighteen-year-old Jamaican
“apprentice” (former slave), came to Britain in 1837 at the instigation of the abolitionist Joseph Sturge. The
Narrative he produced there, one of very few autobiographical texts by Caribbean slaves or former slaves,
became one of the most powerful abolitionist tools for effecting the immediate end to the system of
apprenticeship that had replaced slavery.
Describing the hard working conditions on plantations and the harsh treatment of apprentices unjustly
incarcerated, Williams argues that apprenticeship actually worsened the conditions of Jamaican ex-slaves:
former owners, no longer legally permitted to directly punish their workers, used the Jamaican legal system
as a punitive lever against them. Williams’s story documents the collaboration of local magistrates in this
practice, wherein apprentices were routinely jailed and beaten for both real and imaginary infractions of the
apprenticeship regulations.
In addition to the complete text of Williams’s original Narrative, this fully annotated edition includes
nineteenth-century responses to the controversy from the British and Jamaican press, as well as extensive
testimony from the Commission of Enquiry that heard evidence regarding the Narrative’s claims. These
fascinating and revealing documents constitute the largest extant body of direct testimony by Caribbean
slaves or apprentices.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Narrative of Events, since the First of August, 1834,
by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). Try to face
the book A Narrative of Events, since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed
Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) as your buddy. It means that it can to become your
friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Michael Johnson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called A Narrative of Events, since the
First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Ina French:

Here thing why this kind of A Narrative of Events, since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an
Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. A Narrative of Events, since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an
Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with A Narrative of
Events, since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John
Hope Franklin Center Book). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Narrative of Events, since the First of August,
1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) in e-
book can be your option.



James Martin:

This book untitled A Narrative of Events, since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an
Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.
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