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The rise of China presents a long-term challenge to the world not only economically, but politically and
culturally. Callahan meets this challenge in China: The Pessoptimist Nation by using new Chinese sources
and innovative analysis to see how Chinese people understand their new place in the world.

To chart the trajectory of its rise, the book shifts from examining China's national interests to exploring its
national aesthetic. Rather than answering the standard social science question "what is China?" with statistics
of economic and military power, this book asks "when, where, and who is China?" to explore the soft power
dynamics of China's identity politics.

China: The Pessoptimist Nation shows how the heart of Chinese foreign policy is not a security dilemma, but
an identity dilemma. Through careful analysis, Callahan charts how Chinese identity emerges through the
interplay of positive and negative feelings in a dynamic that intertwines China's domestic and international
politics. China thus is the pessoptimist nation where national security is closely linked to nationalist
insecurities.

Callahan concludes that this interactive view of China's pessoptimist identity means that we need to rethink
the role of the state and public opinion in Beijing's foreign policy-making.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible China: The Pessoptimist
Nation? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Harold Riggs:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled China: The Pessoptimist Nation can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Brenda Nunez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like China: The Pessoptimist Nation
which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Carmen Dana:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this China: The
Pessoptimist Nation.
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