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Working to reconcile the Christian dictum to "love one's neighbor as oneself" with evidence of U.S.
sociopolitical aggression, including slavery, corporal punishment of children, and Indian removal, Elizabeth
Barnes focuses her attention on aggressors--rather than the weak or abused--to suggest ways of
understanding paradoxical relationships between empathy, violence, and religion that took hold so strongly
in nineteenth-century American culture.

Looking at works by Herman Melville, Frederick Douglass, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Louisa May Alcott,
among others, Barnes shows how violence and sensibility work together to produce a more "sensitive"
citizenry. Aggression becomes a site of redemptive possibility because salvation is gained when the powerful
protagonist identifies with the person he harms. Barnes argues that this identification and emotional
transformation come at a high price, however, as the reparative ends are bought with another's blood.

Critics of nineteenth-century literature have tended to think about sentimentality and violence as opposing
strategies in the work of nation-building and in the formation of U.S. national identity. Yet to understand
how violence gets folded into sentimentality's egalitarian goals is to recognize, importantly, the deep
entrenchment of aggression in the empathetic structures of liberal, Christian culture in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

The book Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and
Sentimentality in the American Imagination has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Celia Redmond:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality
in the American Imagination can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kelly Jackson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and
Sentimentality in the American Imagination, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Marcella Cook:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Love's
Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination.
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