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Today hundreds of thousands of Americans carry pacemakers and implantable cardioverter-defibrillators
(ICDs) within their bodies. These battery-powered machines -- small computers, in fact -- deliver electricity
to the heart to correct dangerous disorders of the heartbeat. But few doctors, patients, or scholars know the
history of these devices or how "heart-rhythm management" evolved into a multi-billion-dollar
manufacturing and service industry. Machines in Our Hearts tells the story of these two implantable medical
devices. Kirk Jeffrey, a historian of science and technology, traces the development of knowledge about the
human heartbeat and follows surgeons, cardiologists, and engineers as they invent and test a variety of
electronic devices. Numerous small manufacturing firms jumped into pacemaker production but eventually
fell by the wayside, leaving only three American companies in the business today. Jeffrey profiles pioneering
heart surgeons, inventors from the realms of engineering and medical research, and business leaders who
built heart-rhythm management into an industry with thousands of employees and annual revenues in the
hundreds of millions. As Jeffrey shows, the pacemaker (first implanted in 1958) and the ICD (1980) embody
a paradox of high-tech health care: these technologies are effective and reliable but add billions to the
nation's medical bill because of the huge growth in the number of patients who depend on implanted devices
to manage their heartbeats.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Machines in Our Hearts book is readable by means of you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with
Machines in Our Hearts content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking
Machines in Our Hearts is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Gary Clark:

The reason why? Because this Machines in Our Hearts is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Anita Rhodes:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Machines in Our Hearts, you
may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Cathy Duran:

The book untitled Machines in Our Hearts contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her
idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new era
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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