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Walt Whitman has long been regarded as the quintessential American bard, the poet who best represents al
that is distinctive about life in the United States. Whitman himself encouraged this view, but he was also
quick to remind his readers that he was an unlikely candidate for the office of national poet, and that his
working-class upbringing and radical take on human sexuality often put him at odds with American culture.
While American literary history has tended to credit Whitman with having invented the persona of the
national outsider as the national bard, Edward Whitley recovers three of Whitman's contemporaries who
adopted similar personae; James M. Whitfield, an African American separatist and abolitionist; ElizaR.
Snow, a Mormon pioneer and women's leader; and John Rollin Ridge, a Cherokee journalist and Native-
rights advocate.

These three poets not only provide a counterpoint to the Whitmanian persona of the outsider bard, but they
also reframe the criteria by which generations of scholars have characterized Whitman as America's poet.
This effort to resituate Whitman's place in American literary history provides an innovative perspective on
the most familiar poet of the United States and the culture from which he emerged.
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From reader reviews:
Joel Fallis;

The book American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet? A few of you have
adifferent opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other
Unlikely Candidates for National Poet has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

CharlesHager:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The American Bards. Walt Whitman and Other
Unlikely Candidates for National Poet giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning asport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Adam McGrath:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving American Bards: Walt Whitman
and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world agreat deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other
Unlikely Candidates for National Poet become your own starter.

Allison Larson:

Y ou can find this American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and



searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to

choose suitable ways for you.
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