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 There's an old Yiddish saying: two people can keep a secret if one of them is dead. But two living people
could keep a secret--as long as one of them was Augie.

Augie Ratner, the proprietor of Augie's Theater Lounge & Bar on Hennepin Avenue, was the unofficial
mayor of Minneapolis's downtown strip in the 1940s and '50s. In a few blocks between the swanky clubs and
restaurants on Eighth Street and the sleazy flophouses and bars of the Gateway District, the city's shakers-
and-movers and shake-down artists mingled. Gangsters and celebrities, comedians and politicians, the rich
and the famous and the infamous--all of them met at Augie's: Jimmy Hoffa, Henny Youngman, Kid Cann,
John Dillinger, Jack Dempsey, Peggy Lee, Groucho Marx, Lenny Bruce, and Gypsy Rose Lee. Augie Ratner
knew everyone, and everyone knew and liked Augie, and they told him everything.

Mixing careful research with long suppressed family and community stories, Neal Karlen, Augie's great-
nephew, tells the real story of the seamy underside of Minneapolis, where Jewish mobsters controlled the
liquor trade, invented the point spread in sports betting, and ran national sports gambling operations. Even
after Mayor Hubert H. Humphrey supposedly cleaned up the town, organized crime quietly flourished. And
Augie was at the center, observing it all.

Neal Karlen has been a staff writer at Newsweek, a  Rolling Stone Contributing Editor, and a regular
contributor to the  The New York Times and a score of of other national publications. He is the author of eight
books.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip.
Try to face the book Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip as your
buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the
Hennepin Strip giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Allen Brown:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis
Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you may pick Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the
Hennepin Strip become your current starter.

Angela Yoder:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin
Strip was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific



research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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