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In Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861,
Keith Michael Green examines key texts that illuminate forms of black bondage and captivity that existed
within and alongside slavery. In doing so, he restores to antebellum African American autobiographical
writing the fascinating heterogeneity lost if the historical experiences of African Americans are attributed to
slavery alone.

 

The book’s title is taken from the assertion by US Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney in his 1857
Dred Scott decision that blacks had no rights that whites were “bound to respect.” This allusion highlights
Green’s critical assertion that the dehumanizing absurdities to which defenders of slavery resorted to justify
slavery only brought into more stark relief the humanity of African Americans.

 

A gifted storyteller, Green examines four forms of captivity: incarceration, enslavement to Native
Americans, child indentured servitude, and maritime capture. By illuminating this dense penumbra of
captivity beyond the strict definitions of slavery, he presents a fluid and holistic network of images,
vocabulary, narratives, and history. By demonstrating how these additional forms of confinement flourished
in the era of slavery, Green shows how they persisted beyond emancipation, in such a way that freed slaves
did not in fact partake of “freedom” as white Americans understood it. This gap in understanding continues
to bedevil contemporary American society, and Green deftly draws persuasive connections between past and
present.

 

A vital and convincing offering to readers of literary criticism, African American studies, and American
history, Green’s Bound to Respect brings fresh and nuanced insights to this fundamental chapter in the
American story.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Salas:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Bound to Respect: Antebellum
Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861 is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jessica Wilson:

The book with title Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and
Bondage, 1816-1861 contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Calvin Cline:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Bound to Respect: Antebellum
Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861 which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Lillian Kea:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of
Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861.
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