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From the author of American Bloomsbury, Louisa May Alcott, and Home Before Dark, a major reassessment
of the life and work of the novelist, painter, and playwright considered to be one of America’s preeminent
twentieth-century poets. At the time of his death in 1962, at age sixty-eight, he was, after Robert Frost, the
most widely read poet in the United States.
 
E. E. Cummings was and remains controversial. He has been called “a master” (Malcolm Cowley);
“hideous” (Edmund Wilson). James Dickey called him a “daringly original poet with more vitality and more
sheer uncompromising talent than any other living American writer.”
 
In Susan Cheever’s rich, illuminating biography we see Cummings’s idyllic childhood years in Cambridge,
Massachusetts; his Calvinist father—distinguished Harvard professor and sternly religious minister of the
Cambridge Congregational Church; his mother—loving, attentive, a source of encouragement, the aristocrat
of the family, from Unitarian writers, judges, and adventurers.
 
We see Cummings—slight, agile, playful, a product of a nineteenth-century New England childhood, bred to
be flinty and determined; his love of nature; his sense of fun, laughter, mimicry; his desire from the get-go to
stand conventional wisdom on its head, which he himself would often do, literally, to amuse.
 
At Harvard, he roomed with John Dos Passos; befriended Lincoln Kirstein; read Latin, Greek, and French;
earned two degrees; discovered alcohol, fast cars, and burlesque at the Old Howard Theater; and raged
against the school’s conservative, exclusionary upper-class rule by A. Lawrence Lowell.
 
In Cheever’s book we see that beneath Cummings’s blissful, golden childhood the strains of sadness and
rage were already at play. He grew into a dark young man and set out on a lifelong course of rebellion
against conventional authority and the critical establishment, devouring the poetry of Ezra Pound, whose
radical verses pushed Cummings away from the politeness of the traditional nature poem toward a more
adventurous, sexually conscious form.
 
We see that Cummings’s self-imposed exile from Cambridge—a town he’d come to hate for its
intellectualism, Puritan uptightness, racism, and self-righteous xenophobia—seemed necessary for him as a
man and a poet. Headstrong and cavalier, he volunteered as an ambulance driver in World War I, working
alongside Hemingway, Joyce, and Ford Madox Ford . . . his ongoing stand against the imprisonment of his
soul taking a literal turn when he was held in a makeshift prison for “undesirables and spies,” an experience
that became the basis for his novel, The Enormous Room.
 
We follow Cummings as he permanently flees to Greenwich Village to be among other modernist poets of
the day—Marianne Moore, Hart Crane, Dylan Thomas—and we see the development of both the poet and
his work against the backdrop of modernism and through the influences of his contemporaries: Stein, Amy
Lowell, Joyce, and Pound. Cheever’s fascinating book gives us the evolution of an artist whose writing was
at the forefront of what was new and daring and bold in an America in transition.
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From reader reviews:

William Lyons:

The book E. E. Cummings: A Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book E. E. Cummings: A
Life? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book E. E. Cummings: A Life has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Timothy Rhine:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is you
don't know which you should start with. This E. E. Cummings: A Life is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Carmen Hamm:

This E. E. Cummings: A Life tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this E. E. Cummings: A Life can be one of several great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this E. E. Cummings: A Life giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Todd Robinson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra E. E.
Cummings: A Life.
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