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Few societies have faced the difficulties of identity building experienced by Rwanda. This book’s
introduction reviews literature on the concepts of myth and trauma, and then introduces basic information on
Rwanda and how it has been viewed by the outside world. Chapter One describes early Rwanda’s political
and cultural development, traditional narratives, group migrations, the effects of German and later Belgian
colonialism, and the introduction of Christianity. It concludes with a look at how this early history has been
interpreted and reinterpreted. The second chapter discusses the end of Tutsi dominance and the 1959 Hutu
Revolution. It details Hutu Power ideology, Belgian domestic politics, early acts of genocide, refugee
movements, and economic and political stagnation. The text documents the development of the Rwandan
Patriotic Front, its 1990 invasion, and the Arusha peace process. An account of the 1994 genocide follows.
However, as this has been covered in numerous other works, descriptions are limited to key events and
general patterns. The chapter ends with a review of films, books, and other publications that brought
Rwanda’s plight to a worldwide audience, but that also created new myths. Chapter Three examines the
country’s post-genocide reconstruction and attempts to bring justice and reconciliation through the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda in Tanzania and gacaca courts domestically. Rwanda’s
impressive record of economic progress over the last two decades is detailed. However, prospects for
democracy have diminished, as its leaders have become increasingly sensitive to criticism and fearful of
renewed divisions. Descriptions of the process of developing school curriculums to explain past atrocities,
the new myths it created, and their possible consequences comprise most of Chapter Four. The final chapter
offers conclusions on the effects of past mythologies and the trauma they have wrought. It draws
comparisons with other divided societies and their approaches to dealing with the past. These include
Burundi, Ethiopia, South Africa, the United States, Taiwan, Canada, Belgium, Switzerland, and Singapore.
An extensive bibliography of books, theses, conference papers, official documents, articles, periodicals,
journals, films, websites, other media, and interviews includes translations of titles in Kinyarwanda, French,
Dutch, and German.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book A History of Rwandan Identity and Trauma: The
Mythmakers' Victims it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Lucas Florio:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A History of Rwandan Identity and Trauma: The
Mythmakers' Victims, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Della McDonald:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely A History of Rwandan Identity and Trauma: The Mythmakers'
Victims. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Donna Robinson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the A History of Rwandan Identity and Trauma: The Mythmakers' Victims when you required it?
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