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Walk into the local health food shop or pick up today's paper and the chances are that you'll see adverts for
acupuncture and herbal medicine, hypnotists and homeopaths. Some doctors and scientists mourn the lost
lustre of mainstream medicine and complain about a new breed of 'irrational' consumer.

But what exactly is 'alternative' medicine? Is the astonishing popularity of alternative and multicultural
medicine really such a recent development? And, given the success story of modern biomedical science, why
are alternative and traditional treatments now so fashionable? Has the impersonal chill of high-tech medicine
driven consumers into the arms of charismatic quacks? Or is it the cost of western medicine that makes its
competitors look so attractive? Do patients seek hope, holism, or
just the thrill of rebellion?

This book seeks answers to all these questions and more. Comparing the medical systems of China, India,
and the west - both mainstream and alternative - Roberta Bivins shows how medical expertise has migrated
from one culture to another. From acupuncture in Regency England to homeopathy in the 'Wild West',
Bivins unearths the roots of today's distinctions between alternative, complementary, and orthodox medicine,
and shows how popular interest in medical alternatives - often of exotic origin -
is a phenomenon with a long and fascinating pedigree.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Alternative Medicine?:
A History book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sarah Maddocks:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Alternative Medicine?:
A History suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Alternative Medicine?: A Historyis a single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Otis Thompson:

This Alternative Medicine?: A History is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Alternative Medicine?: A
History in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Sarah McClain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Alternative Medicine?: A
History.
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