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Following one of the world's experts on birdsong from the woods of Martha's Vineyard to the tropical forests
of Central America, Don Stap brings to life the quest to unravel an ancient mystery: Why do birds sing and
what do their songs mean? We quickly discover that one question leads to another. Why does the chestnut-
sided warbler sing one song before dawn and another after sunrise? Why does the brown thrasher have a
repertoire of two thousand songs when the chipping sparrow has only one? And how is the hermit thrush
able to sing a duet with itself, producing two sounds simultaneously to create its beautiful, flutelike melody?
Stap's lucid prose distills the complexities of the study of birdsong and unveils a remarkable discovery that
sheds light on the mystery of mysteries: why young birds in the suborder oscines -- the "true songbirds" --
learn their songs but the closely related suboscines are born with their songs genetically encoded. As the
story unfolds, Stap contemplates our enduring fascination with birdsong, from ancient pictographs and early
Greek soothsayers, who knew that bird calls represented the voices of the gods, to the story of Mozart's pet
starling.
In a modern, noisy world, it is increasingly difficult to hear those voices of the gods. Exploring birdsong
takes us to that rare place -- in danger of disappearing forever -- where one hears only the planet's oldest
music.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Within other case, little people like to read book Birdsong. You can choose the best book if you want reading
a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Birdsong. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Carol Johnson:

Here thing why this Birdsong are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Birdsong giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Birdsong. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Birdsong in e-book can be your alternate.

Noel Klein:

Often the book Birdsong has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this
book.

Avis Marguez:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended to you personally is Birdsong this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes
this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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