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At the center of this book lies a fundamental yet unanswered question: under which historical and
sociological conditions and in what manner the Hebrew Bible became an authoritative tradition, that is, holy
scripture and the canon of Judaism as well as Christianity. Reinhard G. Kratz answers this very question by
distinguishing between historical and biblical Israel. This foundational and, for the arrangement of the book,
crucial distinction affirms that the Israel
of biblical tradition, i.e. the sacred history (historia sacra) of the Hebrew Bible, cannot simply be equated
with the history of Israel and Judah. Thus, Kratz provides a synthesis of both the Israelite and Judahite
history and the genesis and development of biblical tradition in two separate
chapters, though each area depends directly and inevitably upon the other. These two distinct perspectives on
Israel are then confronted and correlated in a third chapter, which constitutes an area intimately connected
with the former but generally overlooked apart from specialized inquiries: those places and "archives" that
either yielded Jewish documents and manuscripts (Elephantine, Al-Yahudu, Qumran) or are associated
conspicuously with the tradition of the Hebrew Bible (Mount Gerizim,
Jerusalem, Alexandria). Here, the various epigraphic and literary evidence for the history of Israel and Judah
comes to the fore. Such evidence sometimes represents Israel's history; at other times it reflects its traditions;
at still others it reflects both simultaneously. The different sources point to
different types of Judean or Jewish identity in Persian and Hellenistic times.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Croll:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Historical and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition,
and Archives of Israel and Judah.

Jeanne Crank:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Historical and Biblical Israel: The
History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Carlos Moses:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Historical and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah.

Concepcion Bass:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Historical and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Historical and Biblical Israel: The History,
Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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