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Technical drawings by the architects and engineers of the Renaissance

made use of arange of new methods of graphic representation. These drawings --
among them Leonardo da Vinci's famous drawings of mechanical devices -- have long
been studied for their aesthetic qualities and technological ingenuity, but their
significance for the architects and engineers themselves is seldom considered. The
essays in Picturing Machines 1400-1700 take this alternate perspective and look at
how drawing shaped the practice of early modern engineering. They do so through
detailed investigations of specific images, looking at over 100 that range from
sketches to perspective views to thoroughly constructed projections.In early modern
engineering practice, drawings were not merely visualizations of ideas but acted as
models that shaped ideas. Picturing Machines establishes basic categories for the
origins, purposes, functions, and contexts of early modern engineering

illustrations, then treats a series of topics that not only focus on the way

drawings became an indispensable means of engineering but also reflect the main
stagesin their historical development. The authors examine the social interaction
conveyed by early machine images and their function as communication between
practitioners; the knowledge either conveyed or presupposed by technical drawings,
as seen in those of Giorgio Martini and Leonardo; drawings that required familiarity
with geometry or geometric optics, including the development of architectural plans;
and technical illustrations that bridged the gap between practical and theoretical
mechanics.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Heider:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Picturing Machines 1400-1700
(Transformations: Studiesin the History of Science and Technology) why because the great cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jason Carr:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. Picturing Machines 1400-1700 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and
Technology) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

David Packard:

Beside that Picturing Machines 1400-1700 (Transformations. Studies in the History of Science and
Technology) in your phone, it could give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or information.
The information and the knowledge you may got hereis fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Picturing Machines 1400-1700
(Transformations. Studiesin the History of Science and Technology) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
guestionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book in addition
to read it from right now!

Angie Blakney:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Picturing Machines 1400-1700 (Transformations; Studiesin the History of Science and



Technology) can make you sense more interested to read.
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