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From the beginnings of industrial capitalism to contemporary disputes over evolution, nature has long been
part of the public debate over the social good. As such, many natural scientists throughout American history
have understood their work as a cultural activity contributing to social stability and their field as a powerful
tool for enhancing the quality of American life. In the late Victorian era, interwar period, and post-war
decades, massive social change, economic collapse and recovery, and the aftermath of war prompted natural
scientists to offer up acivic-minded natural science concerned with the political well-being of American
society. In Science and the Social Good, John P. Herron explores the evolving internal and external forces
influencing the design and purpose of American natural science, by focusing on three representative
scientists-geologist Clarence King, forester Robert Marshall, and biologist Rachel Carson-who purposefully
considered the social outcomes of their work.

As comfortable in the royal courts of Europe as the remote field camps of the American West, Clarence King
was the founding director of the U.S. Geological Survey, and used his standing to integrate science into late
nineteenth century political debates about foreign policy, immigration, and social reform. In the mid-1930s,
Rabert Marshall founded the environmental advocacy group, The Wilderness Society, which transformed the
face of natural preservation in America. Committed to socia justice, Marshall blended forest ecology and
pragmatic philosophy to craft a natural science ethic that extended the reach of science into political
discussions about the restructuring of society prompted by urbanization and economic crisis. Rachel Carson
deservedly gets credit for launching the modern environmental movement with her 1962 classic Silent
Spring. She made a generation of Americans aware of the social costs inherent in the human manipulation of
the natural world and used natural science to critique established ingtitutions and offer an alternative vision
of ahealthy and diverse society. As King, Marshall, and Carson became increasingly wary of the social costs
of industrialization, they used their scientific work to address problems of ecological and social imbalance.
Even as science became professionalized and compartmentalized. these scientists worked to keep science
relevant to broader intellectual debates.

John Herron offers a new take on King, Marshall, and especially Carson and their significance that

emphasi zes the importance of their work to environmental, political, and cultural affairs, whileilluminating
the broader impact of natural science on American culture.
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From reader reviews:
Tamera Duckett:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture,
and Community, 1865-1965 ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Science and the Social
Good: Nature, Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 is hot only giving you far more new information but also
to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own persona spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and
Community, 1865-1965. Y ou never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Gary Corngo:

Here thing why this kind of Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it dependsin the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Science and the Socia Good: Nature,
Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no guide that similar with Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and
Community, 1865-1965. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and
Community, 1865-1965 in e-book can be your alternate.

Richard Capps:

The event that you get from Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 may
be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture,
and Community, 1865-1965 giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guideis
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It istherefore
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having that Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 instantly.

Laurie Dunn:

Often the book Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 has alot info on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to



read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.
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