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Even before the romanticized golden era of Shanghai in the 1930s, the famed Asian city was remarkable for
its uniqueness and East-meets-West cosmopolitanism. Meng Yue analyzes a century-long shift of urbanity
from China’s heartland to its shore. During the period between the decline of Jiangnan cities such as Suzhou
and Yangzhou and Shanghai’s early twentieth-century rise, the overlapping cultural edges of a failing
Chinese royal order and the encroachment of Western imperialists converged. Simultaneously appropriating
and resisting imposing forces, Shanghai opened itself to unruly, subversive practices, becoming a crucible of
creativity and modernism. 

Calling into question conventional ways of conceptualizing modernity, colonialism, and intercultural
relations, Meng Yue examines such cultural practices as the work of the commercial press, street theater, and
literary arts, and shows that what appear to be minor cultural changes often signal the presence of larger
political and economic developments. Engaging theories of modernity and postcolonial and global cultural
studies, Meng Yue reveals the paradoxical interdependence between imperial and imperialist histories and
the retranslation of culture that characterized the most notable result of China’s urban relocation—the
emergence of the international city of Shanghai. 

Meng Yue is assistant professor of East Asian languages and literature at the University of California, Irvine.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Shanghai and the Edges of Empires will make you to
become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

James Brady:

Shanghai and the Edges of Empires can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Shanghai and the Edges of Empires however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Anna Humphrey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Shanghai and the Edges of Empires book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Shanghai and the Edges of Empires as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Kimberly Dyer:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Shanghai and the Edges of Empires was filled in relation to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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