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"We are living through the endtimes of the civilizing mission. The ineffectual International Criminal Court
and its disastrous first prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, along with the failure in Syria of the Responsibility
to Protect are the latest pieces of evidence not of transient misfortunes but of fatal structural defects in
international humanism. Whether it is the increase in deadly attacks on aid workers, the torture and
'disappearing' of al-Qaeda suspects by American officials, the flouting of international law by states such as
Sri Lanka and Sudan, or the shambles of the Khmer Rouge tribunal in Phnom Penh, the prospect of one
world under secular human rights law is receding. What seemed like a dawn is in fact a sunset. The
foundations of universal liberal norms and global governance are crumbling."—from The Endtimes of
Human Rights

In a book that is at once passionate and provocative, Stephen Hopgood argues, against the conventional
wisdom, that the idea of universal human rights has become not only ill adapted to current realities but also
overambitious and unresponsive. A shift in the global balance of power away from the United States further
undermines the foundations on which the global human rights regime is based. American decline exposes the
contradictions, hypocrisies and weaknesses behind the attempt to enforce this regime around the world and
opens the way for resurgent religious and sovereign actors to challenge human rights.

Historically, Hopgood writes, universal humanist norms inspired a sense of secular religiosity among the
new middle classes of a rapidly modernizing Europe. Human rights were the product of a particular
worldview (Western European and Christian) and specific historical moments (humanitarianism in the
nineteenth century, the aftermath of the Holocaust). They were an antidote to a troubling contradiction—the
coexistence of a belief in progress with horrifying violence and growing inequality. The obsolescence of that
founding purpose in the modern globalized world has, Hopgood asserts, transformed the institutions created
to perform it, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross and recently the International Criminal
Court, into self-perpetuating structures of intermittent power and authority that mask their lack of democratic
legitimacy and systematic ineffectiveness. At their best, they provide relief in extraordinary situations of
great distress; otherwise they are serving up a mixture of false hope and unaccountability sustained by
“human rights” as a global brand.

The Endtimes of Human Rights is sure to be controversial. Hopgood makes a plea for a new understanding of
where hope lies for human rights, a plea that mourns the promise but rejects the reality of universalism in
favor of a less predictable encounter with the diverse realities of today’s multipolar world.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Kelley:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Endtimes of Human Rights as the daily resource
information.

Bruce Butera:

The particular book The Endtimes of Human Rights will bring you to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Endtimes of Human Rights is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Brian Bauer:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for you is The Endtimes of Human Rights this guide consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Patricia Humes:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Endtimes of Human Rights or even others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Endtimes of
Human Rights to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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