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Thousands of years before the pyramids were built in Egypt and the Trojan War was fought, a great
civilization arose on the Anatolian plains. The Goddess and the Bull details the dramatic quest by
archaeologists to unearth the buried secrets of human cultural evolution at this huge, spectacularly well-
preserved 9,500-year-old village in Turkey.

Here lie the origins of modern society -- the dawn of art, architecture, religion, family -- even the first
tangible evidence of human self-awareness, the world's oldest mirrors. Some archaeologists have claimed
that the Mother Goddess was first worshipped at Çatalhöyük, which is now a site of pilgrimage for Goddess
worshippers from all over the world. The excavations here have yielded the seeds of the Neolithic
Revolution, when prehistoric humans first abandoned the hunter-gatherer life they had known for millions of
years, invented farming, and began living in houses and communities.

Michael Balter, the excavation's official biographer, brings readers behind the scenes, providing the first
inside look at the remarkable site and its history of scandal and thrilling scientific discovery. He tells the very
human story of two colorful men: British archaeologist James Mellaart, who discovered Çatalhöyük in 1958
only to be banned from working at the site forever after a fabulous ancient treasure disappeared without a
trace; and Ian Hodder, a pathbreaking archaeological rebel who reinvented the way archaeology is practiced
and reopened the excavation after it had lain dormant for three decades. Today Hodder leads an international
team of more than one hundred archaeologists who continue to probe the site's secrets.

Balter reveals the true story behind modern archaeology -- the thrill of history-making scientific discovery as
well as the crushing disappointments, the community and friendship, the love affairs, and the often bitter
rivalries between warring camps of archaeologists.

Along the way, Balter describes the cutting-edge advances in archaeological science that have allowed the
team at Çatalhöyük to illuminate the central questions of human existence.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

The book The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of Civilization
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of
Civilization to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open
and read a e-book The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of
Civilization. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Leslie James:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An
Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of Civilization as your daily resource information.

Kathy Ahmed:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An
Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of Civilization, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Shawn Hoffman:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An
Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of Civilization. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many



advantages.
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