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Mary McCarthy was one of the leading literary figures of her time. In addition to the novels and memoirs for
which she is best remembered, she was also a tireless literary and social critic. Starting out as a theater
reviewer for Partisan Review in 1937, she quickly distinguished herself for her witty and fearless
commentary on topics ranging from McCarthyism to the French New Novel to women’s fashion magazines.
McCarthy was an eager controversialist, unsparing in her dissection of anything she found phony or
hypocritical. Her reviews are sharp, sometimes malicious, and often very funny, but her criticism is also
informed by deep erudition and enlivened by an inexhaustible capacity for enthusiasm. Her political
writings, critical in equal measure of the Cold War consensus and of its critics, are less concerned with
finding correct positions than with exploring the often absurd circumstances in which agonizing moral
decisions are made.

While the soundness of McCarthy’s judgments can sometimes be doubted, her curiosity and intelligence
cannot. The intellectual brio and acute judgment that characterizes her best fiction is vividly displayed in this
selection of essays, which span McCarthy’s career from the late 1930s to the late 1970s. It includes her
writings on topics such as fashion magazines, Eugene O’Neill, A Streetcar Named Desire, Look Back in
Anger, Pale Fire, J.D. Salinger, Madame Bovary, Italo Calvino, and Watergate. The volume constitutes not
only a valuable record of the ideological and cultural controversies that dominated American intellectual life
from the Moscow trials to the Watergate hearings, but will also introduce a new generation of readers to a
uniquely forthright and vibrant critical voice.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book
titled A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Debbie Jones:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays
ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The guide A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays is not only giving you
much more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book A Bolt from the Blue
and Other Essays. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Brenda Robert:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled A Bolt
from the Blue and Other Essays the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of.
The A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays giving you another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Toby Lowry:

A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Bolt from the Blue and Other
Essays although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
new stage of crucial imagining.
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