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The 1876 United States Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia was not only the United States' first important
world's fair, it signaled significant changes in the very shape of knowledge. Quarrels between participants in
the exhibition represented a greater conflict as the world transitioned between two different kinds of
modernity?the Enlightenment of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries to the High Modern period of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. At the center of this movement was a shift in the perceived relationship
between seeing and knowing and in the perception of what makes an object valuable?its usefulness as a
subject of study and learning versus its ability to be bought and sold on the market. Arguments over design
of the Centennial reflected these opposing viewpoints. Initial plans were rigidly structured, dividing the
exhibits by country and type. But as some exhibitors became more interested in the preferences of their
audience, they adopted a more modern stance. Objects traditionally displayed in isolated glass boxes were
placed in fictive context?the necklace draped over a mannequin, the vase set on a table in a model room. As
a result, the audience could more easily perceive these items as commodities suitable for their own
environments and the fair as a place to find ideas for a material lifestyle. Designing the Centennial is a vital
first look at the design process and the nature of the display. Bruno Giberti uses official reports of the U.S.
Centennial Commission and photographs of the Centennial Photographic Company, as well as the ephemera
of the exhibition and literary accounts in books, magazines, and newspapers to illuminate how the 1876 fair
revealed changes to come: in future world's fairs, museums, department stores, and in the nature of display
itself.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

The book Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material
Worlds Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Designing the Centennial: A
History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series) to get your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open and read a reserve Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876
International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Williams:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia
(Material Worlds Series).

Bonita Crist:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in
Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Walter Pyle:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in



Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series) when you necessary it?
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