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Sharp decreases in union membership over the last fifty years have caused many to dismiss organized labor
as irrelevant in today’s labor market. In the private sector, only 8 percent of workers today are union
members, down from 24 percent as recently as 1973. Yet developments in Southern California—including
the successful Justice for Janitors campaign—suggest that reports of organized labor’s demise may have
been exaggerated. In L.A. Story, sociologist and labor expert Ruth Milkman explains how Los Angeles, once
known as a company town hostile to labor, became a hotbed for unionism, and how immigrant service
workers emerged as the unlikely leaders in the battle for workers’ rights.

L.A. Story shatters many of the myths of modern labor with a close look at workers in four industries in Los
Angeles: building maintenance, trucking, construction, and garment production. Though many blame
deunionization and deteriorating working conditions on immigrants, Milkman shows that this conventional
wisdom is wrong. Her analysis reveals that worsening work environments preceded the influx of foreign-
born workers, who filled the positions only after native-born workers fled these suddenly undesirable jobs.
Ironically, L.A. Story shows that immigrant workers, who many union leaders feared were incapable of being
organized because of language constraints and fear of deportation, instead proved highly responsive to
organizing efforts. As Milkman demonstrates, these mostly Latino workers came to their service jobs in the
United States with a more group-oriented mentality than the American workers they replaced. Some also
drew on experience in their native countries with labor and political struggles. This stock of fresh minds and
new ideas, along with a physical distance from the east-coast centers of labor’s old guard, made Los Angeles
the center of a burgeoning workers’ rights movement.

Los Angeles’ recent labor history highlights some of the key ingredients of the labor movement’s
resurgence—new leadership, latitude to experiment with organizing techniques, and a willingness to
embrace both top-down and bottom-up strategies. L.A. Story’s clear and thorough assessment of these
developments points to an alternative, high-road national economic agenda that could provide workers with a
way out of poverty and into the middle class.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Spear:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This L.A. Story: Immigrant Workers and the Future of the
U.S. Labor Movement is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Randy Scott:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title L.A. Story:
Immigrant Workers and the Future of the U.S. Labor Movement suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled L.A. Story: Immigrant Workers and the
Future of the U.S. Labor Movementis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age
that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Deborah Knight:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and L.A. Story: Immigrant Workers and the
Future of the U.S. Labor Movement as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes L.A. Story: Immigrant Workers and the Future of
the U.S. Labor Movement to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Meredith Bailey:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. With the book L.A. Story: Immigrant Workers and the Future of the U.S. Labor
Movement we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want
to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life at this book L.A. Story: Immigrant Workers and the Future of the U.S. Labor Movement. You can more



desirable than now.
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