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Gary Soto is a widely published author of children's and young adult fiction, and he is an acclaimed poet--
often referred to as one of the nation's first Chicano poets. With a sharp sense of storytelling and a sly wit,
What Poets Are Like is a memoir of the writing life that shares the keen observation, sense of self and humor
of such writers as Sherman Alexie and Nora Ephron.

In some 60 short episodes, this book captures moments of a writer's inner and public life, close moments
with friends and strangers, occasional reminders of a poet's generally low place in the cultural hierarchy;
time spent with cats; the curious work of writing. He tells the stories of his time spent in bookstores  and
recounts the glorious, then tragic, arc of Cody's Bookstore in Berkeley, ending with the author whose
scheduled event fell on the day after the business shut down, but who stood outside the locked door and read
aloud just the same. As all writers do, Soto suffers the slings and arrows of rejection, often from unnamed
Midwest poetry journals, and seeks the solace of a friendly dog at such moments. Soto jabs at the crumbs of
reward available to writers--a prize nomination here, a magazine interview there--and notes the toll they take
on a frail ego. The pleasure Soto takes in the written word, a dose of comic relief plus his appreciation of the
decisive moment in life make this an engaging and readable writer's confession.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

Here thing why that What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar
with What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of What Poets Are Like: Up and
Down with the Writing Life in e-book can be your alternative.

Silvia McElroy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Donald Link:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The What Poets Are Like: Up and
Down with the Writing Life is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Sylvia Medina:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name What Poets Are
Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Lifeis the
main of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the



represented of the world in this particular book.
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