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When he settled in Mexican Texas in 1832 and began courting Anna Raguet, Sam Houston had been
separated from his Tennessee wife Eliza Allen for three years, while having already married and divorced his
Cherokee wife Tiana and at least two other Indian "wives" during the interval. Houston's political enemies
derided these marital irregularities, but in fact Houston's legal and extralegal marriages hardly set him apart
from many other Texas men at a time when illicit and unstable unions were common in the yet-to-be-formed
Lone Star State.

In this book, Mark Carroll draws on legal and social history to trace the evolution of sexual, family, and
racial-caste relations in the most turbulent polity on the southern frontier during the antebellum period
(1823-1860). He finds that the marriages of settlers in Texas were typically born of economic necessity and
that, with few white women available, Anglo men frequently partnered with Native American, Tejano, and
black women. While identifying a multicultural array of gender roles that combined with law and frontier
disorder to destabilize the marriages of homesteaders, he also reveals how harsh living conditions, land
policies, and property rules prompted settling spouses to cooperate for survival and mutual economic gain.
Of equal importance, he reveals how evolving Texas law reinforced the substantial autonomy of Anglo
women and provided them material rewards, even as it ensured that cross-racial sexual relationships and
their reproductive consequences comported with slavery and a regime that dispossessed and subordinated
free blacks, Native Americans, and Tejanos.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Cyr:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas,
1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)).

Todd Goff:

The book Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack
and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Homesteads
Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers
Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback))? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier
Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Wilson:

The event that you get from Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas,
1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) is a more deep
you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in
Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback))
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Homesteads
Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers
Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) instantly.



Brenda Anderson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is actually Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack
and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)).
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