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With this heady exploration of time and space, rumors and silence, colors, tastes, and ideas, Robert Bonfil
recreates the richness of Jewish lifein Renaissance Italy. He also forces us to rethink conventional
interpretations of the period, which feature terms like "assimilation" and "acculturation." Questioning the
Italians' presumed capacity for tolerance and civility, he points out that Jews were frequently uprooted and
persecuted, and where stable communities did grow up, it was because the hostility of the Christian
population had somehow been overcome.

After the ghetto was imposed in Venice, Rome, and other Italian cities, Jewish settlement became more
concentrated. Bonfil claimsthat the ghetto experience did more to intensify Jewish self-perception in early
modern Europe than the supposed acculturation of the Renaissance. He shows how, paradoxically, ghetto
living opened and transformed Jewish culture, hastening secul arization and modernization.

Bonfil's detailed picture revealsin the Italian Jews a sensitivity and self-awareness that took into account

every aspect of the larger society. Hisinside view of a culture flourishing under stress enables usto
understand how identity is perceived through constant interplay—on whatever terms—with the Other.
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From reader reviews:
Brad Black:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They arereally
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy.

Jackie Gonzalez:

The experience that you get from Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy will be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveystheir point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this specific Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy instantly.

Thelma Davis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Jewish Lifein
Renaissance Italy suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled
Jewish Life in Renaissance Italyis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was
inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know
the core of this book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world within this book.

Bonnie Howe:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy as good
book not just by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book
by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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