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The 1930s policy of appeasement is still fiercely debated by historians, critics and contemporary political
commentators, more than 70 years after the signing of the 1938 Munich Agreement. What is less well-
understood, however, is the role of public opinion on the formation of British and French policy in the period
between Munich and the outbreak of the Second World War; not necessarily what public opinion was but
how it was perceived to be by those in power and how this contributed to the policymaking process. It
therefore fills a considerable gap in an otherwise vast literature, seeking to ascertain the extent to which
public opinion can be said to have influenced the direction of foreign policy in a crucial juncture of British
and French diplomatic history. Employing an innovative and unique methodological framework, the author
distinguishes between two categories of representation: firstly, 'reactive' representations of opinion, the
immediate and spontaneous reactions of the public to circumstances and events as they occur; and secondly,
'residual' representations, which can be defined as the remnants of previous memories and experiences, the
more general tendencies of opinion considered characteristic of previous years, even previous decades. It is
argued that the French government of Ã‰douard Daladier was consistently more attuned to the evolution of
'reactive' representations than the British government of Neville Chamberlain and, consequently, it was the
French rather than the British who first pursued a firmer policy towards the European dictatorships. This
comparative approach reveals a hitherto hidden facet of the diplomatic prelude to the Second World War;
that British policy towards France and French policy towards Britain were influenced by their respective
perceptions of public opinion in the other country. A sophisticated analysis of a crucial period in
international history, this book will be essential reading for scholars of the origins of World War II, the
political scenes of late 1930s Britain and France, and the study of public opinion and its effects on policy.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book Public Opinion and the End of Appeasement in
Britain and France had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Public Opinion and the End of Appeasement in Britain
and France is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Public Opinion and the End of Appeasement in Britain and France. You never sense lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Tamika Sheppard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Public
Opinion and the End of Appeasement in Britain and France, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

David Dugas:

The actual book Public Opinion and the End of Appeasement in Britain and France has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Bernice Hicks:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Public Opinion and
the End of Appeasement in Britain and France offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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