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Nearly ninety years after its first publication, this celebratory edition of The Weary Blues reminds us of the
stunning achievement of Langston Hughes, who was just twenty-four at its first appearance. Beginning with
the opening “Proem” (prologue poem)—“I am a Negro: / Black as the night is black, / Black like the depths
of my Africa”—Hughes spoke directly, intimately, and powerfully of the experiences of African Americans
at a time when their voices were newly being heard in our literature. As the legendary Carl Van Vechten
wrote in a brief introduction to the original 1926 edition, “His cabaret songs throb with the true jazz rhythm;
his sea-pieces ache with a calm, melancholy lyricism; he cries bitterly from the heart of his race . . . Always,
however, his stanzas are subjective, personal,” and, he concludes, they are the expression of “an essentially
sensitive and subtly illusive nature.” That illusive nature darts among these early lines and begins to reveal
itself, with precocious confidence and clarity.
 
In a new introduction to the work, the poet and editor Kevin Young suggests that Hughes from this very first
moment is “celebrating, critiquing, and completing the American dream,” and that he manages to take Walt
Whitman’s American “I” and write himself into it. We find here not only such classics as “The Negro Speaks
of Rivers” and the great twentieth-century anthem that begins “I, too, sing America,” but also the poet’s
shorter lyrics and fancies, which dream just as deeply. “Bring me all of your / Heart melodies,” the young
Hughes offers, “That I may wrap them / In a blue cloud-cloth / Away from the too-rough fingers / Of the
world.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Williams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Weary Blues book as nice and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Charles Wagoner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Weary Blues is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Gabriel Badger:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Weary Blues book since this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Amy Joshi:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Weary Blues, you could enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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