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The Peruvian mystic St. Rose of Lima (Isabel Flores y Oliva, 1586-1617) was canonized in 1671 as the first
saint of the New World and remains the object of widespread devotion today. In this engrossing new study,
Frank Graziano uses the example of St. Rose to explore the meaning of female mysticism and the way in
which saints are products of their cultures.
Virginity, austerity, eucharistic devotion, incessant mortification, and mystical marriage to Christ
characterized the devotional regimen that structured St. Rose's entire life. Many of her mystical practices
echo the symptoms of such modern psychological disorders as masochism, depression, hysteria, and
anorexia nervosa. Graziano offers a sophisticated argument not only for the origins and meaning of these
behaviors in Rose's case, but also for the reason her culture venerated them as signs of sanctity. In the
process he explores a wide range of themes, from the idea of suffering as an expression of love to the
assimilation of childhood trauma through religious repetition.
Graziano also offers a penetrating analysis of the politics of Rose's canonization. He finds that her mystical
union with God--bypassing the institutional channels of sacrament and priestly mediation--was inherently
subversive to the bureaucratized Church. Canonization was a cooptation by which Rose's competing claim to
Christ was integrated into the Catholic canon.
The book concludes with a fascinating exploration of mystical eroticism, with its intense experiences of
vision and ecstasy. The eroticized suffering of many mystics is shown to be very human in origin: the
mystic's wounded love is projected onto a God conceived to accommodate it.
Wounds of Love is based on a decade of research in archives, rare books, and an extraordinary range of
secondary sources. Introducing an innovative method that integrates history, cultural studies, psychoanalysis,
and clinical psychology, this compelling work offers a bold new interpretation of female mysticism.
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From reader reviews:

Maryann Goldberg:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of
Saint Rose of Lima will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Geraldine Carlson:

The knowledge that you get from Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima may be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose
of Lima giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Wounds of
Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima instantly.

Jeremy Hutchings:

Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Wounds of Love: The
Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Sally Kim:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima can be your answer because
it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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