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After relatively successful military interventions in Iraq in 1992 and Yugoslavia in 1998, many American
strategists believed that airpower and remote technology were the future of U.S. military action. But
America's most recent wars in the Middle East have reinforced the importance of counterinsurgency, with its
imperative to "win hearts and minds" on the ground in foreign lands. In both Iraq and Afghanistan, the U.S.
military has studied and experimented with the combined action platoon (CAP) concept used from 1965 to
1971 by the Marine Corps in Vietnam.

Consisting of twelve Marines, a medic, and dozens of inexperienced local militiamen, the American
contingent of CAPs lived in South Vietnamese villages where they provided twenty-four-hour security and
daily medical support for civilians, and fostered social interaction through civic action projects, such as
building schools, offices, and wells. Defend and Befriend is the first comprehensive study of the evolution of
these platoons, emphasizing how and why the U.S. Marine Corps attempted to overcome the inherent
military, social, and cultural obstacles on the ground in Vietnam. Basing his analysis on Marine records and
numerous interviews with CAP veterans, author John Southard illustrates how thousands of soldiers tasked
with counterinsurgency duties came to perceive the Vietnamese people and their mission.

This unique study counters prevailing stereotypes and provides a new perspective on the American
infantryman in the Vietnam War. Illuminating the fear felt by many Americans as they served among groups
of understandably suspicious civilians, Defend and Befriend offers important insights into the future
development of counterinsurgency doctrine.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Vargas:

This Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Defend and Befriend:
The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam can be one of many great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Defend and Befriend: The
U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lisa Christopher:

The reserve with title Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in
Vietnam contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

William McDowell:

This Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam is brand new
way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in
Vietnam can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.

John Davis:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful images



on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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