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"A significant contribution to the study of early humans, this book is a philosophical anthropology.... it
makes genuinely novel, and highly persuasive, claims within the field itself."

--David Depew

In this ground-breaking interdisciplinary study about conceptual origins, Maxine Sheets-Johnstone shows
that there is an indissoluble bond between hominid thinking and hominid evolution, a bond cemented by the
living body. Her thesis is concretely illustrated in eight paleoanthropological case studies ranging from tool-
using/tool-making to counting, sexuality, representation, language, death, and cave art. In each case,
evidence is brought forward that shows how thinking is modeled on the body-specifically, how concepts are
generated by animate form and the tactile-kinesthetic experience.

Later chapters critically examine key theoretical and methodological issues posed by the thesis, Sheets-
Johnstone demonstrates in detail how and why a corporeal turn in philosophy and the human sciences can
yield insights no less extraordinary than those produced by the linguistic turn. In confronting the currently
popular doctrine of cultural relativism and the classic Western metaphysical dualism of mind and body, she
shows how pan-cultural invariants of human bodily life have been discounted and how the body itself has not
been given its due. By a precise exposition of how a full-scale hermeneutics and a genetic phenomenology
may be carried out with respect to conceptual origins, she shows how methodological issues are successfully
resolved.

"Ranging across the humanities and sciences, this thoroughly original book challenges both traditional
metaphysics and contemporary cultural relativism. In their place, it persuasively develops a
phenomenonological, tactile-kinesthetic account of the origins of thinking. This philosophical anthropology
could not be more timely. It replaces the 'linguistic turn' with a promising new 'corporeal turn.'"

--John J. Stuhr, University of Oregon



"This work takes a much-needed stand in the inter-disciplinary field of philosophical anthropology. Sheets-
Johnstone is well-read in the history of philosophy and in contemporary anthropology. The point of view she
offers is inventive, insightful, well-established, and fruitful."

--Thomas M. Alexander, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

The book The Roots Of Thinking can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Roots Of Thinking? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Roots Of Thinking has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

James Wendler:

Here thing why this specific The Roots Of Thinking are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. The Roots Of Thinking giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no publication that similar with The Roots Of Thinking. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Roots Of
Thinking in e-book can be your choice.

Alma Lewis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Roots Of Thinking was multi-colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book The Roots Of Thinking has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Lise Callicoat:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book The
Roots Of Thinking. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one location to other place.
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