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"Only a crisis – actual or perceived – produces real change. When that crisis occurs, the actions that are
taken depend on the ideas that are lying around."
—Milton Friedman

The shock doctrine is the unofficial story of how the "free market" came to dominate the world, from Chile
to Russia, China to Iraq, South Africa to Canada. But it is a story radically different from the one usually
told. It is a story about violence and shock perpetrated on people, on countries, on economies. About a
program of social and economic engineering that is driving our world, that Naomi Klein calls "disaster
capitalism."

Based on breakthrough historical research and four years of on-the-ground reporting in disaster zones, Klein
explodes the myth that the global free market triumphed democratically, and that unfettered capitalism goes
hand-in-hand with democracy. Instead, she argues it has consistently relied on violence and shock, and
reveals the puppet strings behind the critical events of the last four decades.

"The shock doctrine" is the influential but little understood theory that in order to push through profoundly
unpopular policies that enrich the few and impoverish the many, there needs to be some kind of collective
crisis or disaster – either real or manufactured. A crisis that opens up a "window of opportunity" – when
people and societies are too disoriented to protect their own interests – for radically remaking countries using
the trademark tactic of rapid-fire economic shock therapy and, all too often, less metaphorical forms of
shock: the shock of the police truncheon, the Taser gun or the electric prod in the prison cell.

Klein vividly traces the origins of modern shock tactics back to the economic lab of the University of
Chicago under Milton Friedman in the 60s, and beyond to the CIA-funded electroshock experiments at
McGill University in the 50s which helped write the torture manuals used today at Guantanamo Bay. She
details, in this riveting – indeed shocking – story, the well-known events of the recent past that have been
deliberate, active theatres for the shock doctrine: among them, Pinochet’s coup in Chile in 1973, the
Falklands War in 1982, the Tiananmen Square Massacre in 1989, the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991;
and, more recently, the September 11 attacks, the "Shock and Awe" invasion of Iraq, the Asian tsunami and
Hurricane Katrina. And she shows how – in the hands of the Bush Administration – the "war on terror" is a
thin cover for a thriving destruction/ reconstruction complex, with disasters, wars and homeland security
fuelling a booming new economy. Naomi Klein has once again written a book that will change the way we
see the world.

"The world is a messy place, and someone has to clean it up."
—Condoleezza Rice, September 2002, on the need to invade Iraq

"George’s answer to any problem at the ranch is to cut it down with a chainsaw. Which I think is why he and
Cheney and Rumsfeld get along so well."
—Laura Bush



From Chile to China to Iraq, torture has been a silent partner in the global free market crusade. But torture
is more than a tool used to enforce unwanted policies on rebellious peoples; it is also a metaphor of the
shock doctrine’s underlying logic. Torture, or in CIA language "coercive interrogation," is a set of
techniques designed to put prisoners into a state of deep disorientation and shock in order to force them to
make concessions against their will. ...The shock doctrine mimics this process precisely, attempting to
achieve on a mass scale what torture does one on one in the interrogation cell. ...The original disaster – the
coup, the terrorist attack, the market meltdown, the war, the tsunami, the hurricane – puts the entire
population into a state of collective shock. The falling bombs, the bursts of terror, the pounding winds serve
to soften up whole societies much as the blaring music and blows in the torture cells soften up prisoners.
Like the terrorized prisoner who gives up the names of comrades and renounces his faith, shocked societies
often give up things they would otherwise fiercely protect.
—from Shock Doctrine

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Stock:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster
Capitalism as your daily resource information.

Michael Green:

The reserve with title The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism has lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Larry Morris:

The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster
Capitalism however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
new stage of crucial pondering.

Ella Carlson:

This The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Shock Doctrine: The Rise
of Disaster Capitalism can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to
get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication
is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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